‘Pride and Prejudice’: Genre
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QUESTIONS:
1) What is satire?
2) Give a modern example of satire.
3) How can ‘Pride and Prejudice’ be seen as a work of satire?

4) How can the novel be seen as a criticism of class-based snobbery?
5) How can the novel be seen as a criticism of society’s expectations of women?

EXTENSTION QUESTION:

Is ‘Pride and Prejudice’ more a work of romance or satire? Refer to the text in your answer.

EXAM QUESTION (based on the extract on the next page):
Read the following extract from Chapter 2 of ‘Pride and Prejudice’.

In this extract, the Bennett family discuss Mr Bingley, who has recently moved in at
Netherfield Park.

Starting with this extract, explore how Austen presents attitudes to marriage.

Write about:
* how Austen presents attitudes to marriage in this extract

* how Austen presents attitudes to marriage in the novel as a whole. [30 marks]



Mr. Bennet was among the earliest of those who waited on Mr. Bingley. He had always
intended to visit him, though to the last always assuring his wife that he should not go; and till
the evening after the visit was paid she had no knowledge of it. It was then disclosed in the
following manner. Observing his second daughter employed in trimming a hat, he suddenly
addressed her with:

“I hope Mr. Bingley will like it, Lizzy.”
“We are not in a way to know what Mr. Bingley likes,” said her mother resentfully, “since we
are not to visit.”

“But you forget, mamma,” said Elizabeth, “that we shall meet him at the assemblies, and that
Mrs. Long promised to introduce him.”

“l do not believe Mrs. Long will do any such thing. She has two nieces of her own. She is a
selfish, hypocritical woman, and | have no opinion of her.”

“No more have |,” said Mr. Bennet; “and | am glad to find that you do not depend on her
serving you.”

Mrs. Bennet deigned not to make any reply, but, unable to contain herself, began scolding one
of her daughters.

“Don’t keep coughing so, Kitty, for Heaven’s sake! Have a little compassion on my nerves. You
tear them to pieces.”

“Kitty has no discretion in her coughs,” said her father; “she times them ill.”

“l do not cough for my own amusement,” replied Kitty fretfully. “When is your next ball to be,
Lizzy?”

“To-morrow fortnight.”

“Aye, so it is,” cried her mother, “and Mrs. Long does not come back till the day before; so it
will be impossible for her to introduce him, for she will not know him herself.”

“Then, my dear, you may have the advantage of your friend, and introduce Mr. Bingley to her.”

“Impossible, Mr. Bennet, impossible, when | am not acquainted with him myself; how can you
be so teasing?”

“I honour your circumspection. A fortnight’s acquaintance is certainly very little. One cannot
know what a man really is by the end of a fortnight. But if we do not venture somebody else will;
and after all, Mrs. Long and her nieces must stand their chance; and, therefore, as she will think it
an act of kindness, if you decline the office, | will take it on myself.”

The girls stared at their father. Mrs. Bennet said only, “Nonsense, nonsense!”

“What can be the meaning of that emphatic exclamation?” cried he. “Do you consider the
forms of introduction, and the stress that is laid on them, as nonsense? | cannot quite agree with
you there. What say you, Mary? For you are a young lady of deep reflection, | know, and read
great books and make extracts.”

Mary wished to say something sensible, but knew not how.

“While Mary is adjusting her ideas,” he continued, “let us return to Mr. Bingley.”

“l am sick of Mr. Bingley,” cried his wife.

“l am sorry to hear that; but why did not you tell me that before? If | had known as much this
morning | certainly would not have called on him. It is very unlucky; but as | have actually paid
the visit, we cannot escape the acquaintance now.”

The astonishment of the ladies was just what he wished; that of Mrs. Bennet perhaps
surpassing the rest; though, when the first tumult of joy was over, she began to declare that it
was what she had expected all the while.

“How good it was in you, my dear Mr. Bennet! But | knew | should persuade you at last. | was
sure you loved your girls too well to neglect such an acquaintance. Well, how pleased | am! and it
is such a good joke, too, that you should have gone this morning and never said a word about it
till now.”

“Now, Kitty, you may cough as much as you choose,” said Mr. Bennet; and, as he spoke, he left
the room, fatigued with the raptures of his wife.
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QUESTIONS:

1) What was the original title of the novel?

2) Why was the original title changed?

3) How does the title ‘Pride and Prejudice’ link to the novel ‘Cecilia’ by Frances Burney?

4) What is meant by the term ‘pride’?

5) What is meant by the term ‘prejudice’?

6) When is pride first mentioned in the novel?

7) How is the following quotation, taken from Chapter 10, an example of Elizabeth’s
prejudice?

“'Oh!" said she, "l heard you before, but | could not immediately determine what
to say in reply. You wanted me, | know, to say 'Yes,' that you might have the
pleasure of despising my taste; but | always delight in overthrowing those kind
of schemes, and cheating a person of their premeditated contempt. | have,
therefore, made up my mind to tell you, that | do not want to dance a reel at all-
-and now despise me if you dare."

EXTENSION QUESTION

Apart from Elizabeth Bennett and Mr Darcy, which other characters demonstrate pride
and/or prejudice in the novel? Back up your answers with reference to the text.

EXAM QUESTION (based on the extract on the next page):

Read the following extract from Chapter 5 of ‘Pride and Prejudice’. In this extract, Charlotte
Bingley and the Bennett sisters discuss the previous night’s ball.

Starting with this extract, explore how Austen presents the consequences of pride and
prejudice.

Write about:

e how Austen presents the consequences of pride and prejudice in this extract

* how Austen presents the consequences of pride and prejudice in the novel as a whole.
[30 marks]



“Perhaps you mean what | overheard between him and Mr. Robinson; did not | mention it to
you? Mr. Robinson’s asking him how he liked our Meryton assemblies, and whether he did not
think there were a great many pretty women in the room, and which he thought the prettiest? and
his answering immediately to the last question: ‘Oh! the eldest Miss Bennet, beyond a doubt; there
cannot be two opinions on that point.”

“Upon my word! Well, that is very decided indeed—that does seem as if—but, however, it may
all come to nothing, you know.”

“My overhearings were more to the purpose than yours, Eliza,” said Charlotte. “Mr. Darcy is not
so well worth listening to as his friend, is he?—poor Elizal —to be only just tolerable.”

“l beg you would not put it into Lizzy’s head to be vexed by his ill-treatment, for he is such a
disagreeable man, that it would be quite a misfortune to be liked by him. Mrs. Long told me last
night that he sat close to her for half-an-hour without once opening his lips.”

“Are you quite sure, ma’am?—is not there a little mistake?” said Jane. “I certainly saw Mr. Darcy
speaking to her.”

“Aye—because she asked him at last how he liked Netherfield, and he could not help answering
her; but she said he seemed quite angry at being spoke to.”

“Miss Bingley told me,” said Jane, “that he never speaks much, unless among his intimate
acquaintances. With them he is remarkably agreeable.”

“1 do not believe a word of it, my dear. If he had been so very agreeable, he would have talked
to Mrs. Long. But | can guess how it was; everybody says that he is eat up with pride, and | dare
say he had heard somehow that Mrs. Long does not keep a carriage, and had come to the ball in a
hack chaise.”

“l do not mind his not talking to Mrs. Long,” said Miss Lucas, “but | wish he had danced with
Eliza.”

“Another time, Lizzy,” said her mother, “l would not dance with him, if | were you.”
“I believe, ma’am, | may safely promise you never to dance with him.”

“His pride,” said Miss Lucas, “does not offend me so much as pride often does, because there is
an excuse for it. One cannot wonder that so very fine a young man, with family, fortune, everything
in his favour, should think highly of himself. If | may so express it, he has a right to be proud.”

“That is very true,” replied Elizabeth, “and | could easily forgive his pride, if he had not
mortified mine.”

“Pride,” observed Mary, who piqued herself upon the solidity of her reflections, “is a very
common failing, | believe. By all that | have ever read, | am convinced that it is very common indeed;
that human nature is particularly prone to it, and that there are very few of us who do not cherish
a feeling of self-complacency on the score of some quality or other, real or imaginary. Vanity and
pride are different things, though the words are often used synonymously. A person may be proud
without being vain. Pride relates more to our opinion of ourselves, vanity to what we would have
others think of us.”

“If | were as rich as Mr. Darcy,” cried a young Lucas, who came with his sisters, “I should not
care how proud | was. | would keep a pack of foxhounds, and drink a bottle of wine a day.”

“Then you would drink a great deal more than you ought,” said Mrs. Bennet; “and if | were to
see you at it, | should take away your bottle directly.”

The boy protested that she should not; she continued to declare that she would, and the
argument ended only with the visit.
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1) What happens in Chapter 10?
2) How is this Chapter 10 quotation symbolic: ‘the path admitted just three’
3) What happens in Chapter 43?
4) Who does the description of Pemberley symbolise?
5) What does it tell us about this key character?
6) How does Elizabeth react to seeing Pemberley?
EXTENSTION QUESTION:

How do other settings in the novel symbolise key characters?

EXAM QUESTION (based on the extract on the next page):

Read the following extract from Chapter 43 of ‘Pride and Prejudice’.

In this extract, Elizabeth Bennett visits Pemberley with the Gardiners.

How does Austen use the novel’s settings to explore ideas about people and society?

Write about:

e how Austen presents the setting in this extract

* how Austen presents the setting in the novel as a whole. [30 marks]



Elizabeth, as they drove along, watched for the first appearance of Pemberley Woods
with some perturbation; and when at length they turned in at the lodge, her spirits were
in a high flutter.

The park was very large, and contained great variety of ground. They entered it in one
of its lowest points, and drove for some time through a beautiful wood stretching over a
wide extent.

Elizabeth’s mind was too full for conversation, but she saw and admired every
remarkable spot and point of view. They gradually ascended for half-a-mile, and then
found themselves at the top of a considerable eminence, where the wood ceased, and the
eye was instantly caught by Pemberley House, situated on the opposite side of a valley,
into which the road with some abruptness wound. It was a large, handsome stone building,
standing well on rising ground, and backed by a ridge of high woody hills; and in front, a
stream of some natural importance was swelled into greater, but without any artificial
appearance. Its banks were neither formal nor falsely adorned. Elizabeth was delighted.
She had never seen a place for which nature had done more, or where natural beauty had
been so little counteracted by an awkward taste. They were all of them warm in their
admiration; and at that moment she felt that to be mistress of Pemberley might be
something!

They descended the hill, crossed the bridge, and drove to the door; and, while examining
the nearer aspect of the house, all her apprehension of meeting its owner returned. She
dreaded lest the chambermaid had been mistaken. On applying to see the place, they were
admitted into the hall; and Elizabeth, as they waited for the housekeeper, had leisure to
wonder at her being where she was.

The housekeeper came; a respectable-looking elderly woman, much less fine, and more
civil, than she had any notion of finding her. They followed her into the dining-parlour. It
was a large, well proportioned room, handsomely fitted up. Elizabeth, after slightly
surveying it, went to a window to enjoy its prospect. The hill, crowned with wood, which
they had descended, receiving increased abruptness from the distance, was a beautiful
object. Every disposition of the ground was good; and she looked on the whole scene, the
river, the trees scattered on its banks and the winding of the valley, as far as she could
trace it, with delight. As they passed into other rooms these objects were taking different
positions; but from every window there were beauties to be seen. The rooms were lofty
and handsome, and their furniture suitable to the fortune of its proprietor; but Elizabeth
saw, with admiration of his taste, that it was neither gaudy nor uselessly fine; with less of
splendour, and more real elegance, than the furniture of Rosings.

“And of this place,” thought she, “I might have been mistress! With these rooms | might
now have been familiarly acquainted! Instead of viewing them as a stranger, | might have
rejoiced in them as my own, and welcomed to them as visitors my uncle and aunt. But
no,” —recollecting herself—“that could never be; my uncle and aunt would have been lost
to me; | should not have been allowed to invite them.”

This was a lucky recollection—it saved her from something very like regret.
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QUESTIONS:
1) Which class group is not represented in ‘Pride and Prejudice’?
2) What is meant by the terms working class, middle class and upper class?
3) Which characters in ‘Pride and Prejudice’ are upper class?
4) How was the class system under attack at the time in which the novel was set?
5) Why do the Bingley sisters want to call for a doctor from the city, when Jane Bennett
is sick?

EXTENSION QUESTION:

How does Mr Darcy’s attitude to class change as the novel progresses?

EXAM QUESTION (based on the extract on the next page):
Read the following extract from Chapter 56 of ‘Pride and Prejudice’.

In this extract, Lady Catherine De Bourgh tells Elizabeth Bennett that she must not agree to
marry Mr Darcy.

How does Austen use Lady Catherine De Bourgh to explore ideas about social class?

Write about:
e how Austen presents ideas about social class in this extract

* how Austen presents ideas about social class in the novel as a whole. [30 marks]



“Because honour, decorum, prudence, nay, interest, forbid it. Yes, Miss Bennet, interest; for do
not expect to be noticed by his family or friends, if you wilfully act against the inclinations of all.
You will be censured, slighted, and despised, by everyone connected with him. Your alliance will
be a disgrace; your name will never even be mentioned by any of us.”

“These are heavy misfortunes,” replied Elizabeth. “But the wife of Mr. Darcy must have such
extraordinary sources of happiness necessarily attached to her situation, that she could, upon the
whole, have no cause to repine.”

“Obstinate, headstrong girl! | am ashamed of you! Is this your gratitude for my attentions to you
last spring? Is nothing due to me on that score? Let us sit down. You are to understand, Miss
Bennet, that | came here with the determined resolution of carrying my purpose; nor will | be
dissuaded from it. | have not been used to submit to any person’s whims. | have not been in the
habit of brooking disappointment.”

“That will make your ladyship’s situation at present more pitiable; but it will have no effect
on me.”

“1 will not be interrupted. Hear me in silence. My daughter and my nephew are formed for each
other. They are descended, on the maternal side, from the same noble line; and, on the father’s,
from respectable, honourable, and ancient—though untitled—families. Their fortune on both sides
is splendid. They are destined for each other by the voice of every member of their respective
houses; and what is to divide them? The upstart pretensions of a young woman without family,
connections, or fortune. Is this to be endured! But it must not, shall not be. If you were sensible of
your own good, you would not wish to quit the sphere in which you have been brought up.”

“In marrying your nephew, | should not consider myself as quitting that sphere. He is a
gentleman; | am a gentleman’s daughter; so far we are equal.”

“True. You are a gentleman’s daughter. But who was your mother? Who are your uncles and
aunts? Do not imagine me ignorant of their condition.”

“Whatever my connections may be,” said Elizabeth, “if your nephew does not object to them,
they can be nothing to you.”

“Tell me once for all, are you engaged to him?”

Though Elizabeth would not, for the mere purpose of obliging Lady Catherine, have answered
this question, she could not but say, after a moment’s deliberation:

“lam not.”

Lady Catherine seemed pleased.

“And will you promise me, never to enter into such an engagement?”
“1 will make no promise of the kind.”

“Miss Bennet | am shocked and astonished. | expected to find a more reasonable young woman.
But do not deceive yourself into a belief that | will ever recede. | shall not go away till you have
given me the assurance | require.”

“And | certainly never shall give it. | am not to be intimidated into anything so wholly
unreasonable. Your ladyship wants Mr. Darcy to marry your daughter; but would my giving you the
wished-for promise make their marriage at all more probable? Supposing him to be attached to
me, would my refusing to accept his hand make him wish to bestow it on his cousin? Allow me to
say, Lady Catherine, that the arguments with which you have supported this extraordinary
application have been as frivolous as the application was ill-judged. You have widely mistaken my
character, if you think | can be worked on by such persuasions as these. How far your nephew
might approve of your interference in his affairs, | cannot tell; but you have certainly no right to
concern yourself in mine. | must beg, therefore, to be importuned no farther on the subject.”
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QUESTIONS:
1) What does the opening line of the novel tell us about love and marriage?
2) What do we learn about Mr Bingley in the opening page?
3) What does the opening of the novel tell us about Mrs Bennett’s attitude to love and
marriage?
4) Why does Charlotte Lucas accept Mr Collins’ marriage proposal?
5) How does Mr Darcy’s attitude to love and marriage change throughout the novel?

EXTENSION QUESTION:

Which relationships do NOT constitute a good example of love and marriage in the novel?
Refer to the text in your answer.

EXAM QUESTION (based on the extract on the next page):

Read the following extract from Chapter 19 of ‘Pride and Prejudice’.

In this extract, Mr Collins proposes to Elizabeth Bennett.

How does Austen use Mr Collins to explore ideas about love and marriage?

Write about:
* how Austen use Mr Collins to explore ideas about love and marriage in this extract?

* how Austen use Mr Collins to explore ideas about love and marriage in the novel as a
whole. [30 marks]



“Believe me, my dear Miss Elizabeth, that your modesty, so far from doing you any disservice,
rather adds to your other perfections. You would have been less amiable in my eyes had
there not been this little unwillingness; but allow me to assure you, that | have your respected
mother’s permission for this address. You can hardly doubt the purport of my discourse, however
your natural delicacy may lead you to dissemble; my attentions have been too marked to be
mistaken. Almost as soon as | entered the house, | singled you out as the companion of my future
life. But before | am run away with by my feelings on this subject, perhaps it would be advisable
for me to state my reasons for marrying—and, moreover, for coming into Hertfordshire with the
design of selecting a wife, as | certainly did.”

The idea of Mr. Collins, with all his solemn composure, being run away with by his feelings, made
Elizabeth so near laughing, that she could not use the short pause he allowed in any attempt to
stop him further, and he continued:

“My reasons for marrying are, first, that | think it a right thing for every clergyman in easy
circumstances (like myself) to set the example of matrimony in his parish; secondly, that | am
convinced that it will add very greatly to my happiness; and thirdly—which perhaps | ought to have
mentioned earlier, that it is the particular advice and recommendation of the very noble lady
whom | have the honour of calling patroness. Twice has she condescended to give me her opinion
(unasked too!) on this subject; and it was but the very Saturday night before | left Hunsford—
between our pools at quadrille, while Mrs. Jenkinson was arranging Miss de Bourgh’s footstool,
that she said, ‘Mr. Collins, you must marry. A clergyman like you must marry. Choose properly,
choose a gentlewoman for my sake; and for your own, let her be an active, useful sort of person,
not brought up high, but able to make a small income go a good way. This is my advice. Find such
a woman as soon as you can, bring her to Hunsford, and | will visit her.” Allow me, by the way, to
observe, my fair cousin, that | do not reckon the notice and kindness of Lady Catherine de Bourgh
as among the least of the advantages in my power to offer. You will find her manners beyond
anything | can describe; and your wit and vivacity, | think, must be acceptable to her, especially
when tempered with the silence and respect which her rank will inevitably excite. Thus much for
my general intention in favour of matrimony; it remains to be told why my views were directed
towards Longbourn instead of my own neighbourhood, where | can assure you there are many
amiable young women. But the fact is, that being, as | am, to inherit this estate after the death of
your honoured father (who, however, may live many years longer), | could not satisfy myself
without resolving to choose a wife from among his daughters, that the loss to them might be as
little as possible, when the melancholy event takes place—which, however, as | have already said,
may not be for several years. This has been my motive, my fair cousin, and | flatter myself it will
not sink me in your esteem. And now nothing remains for me but to assure you in the most
animated language of the violence of my affection. To fortune | am perfectly indifferent, and shall
make no demand of that nature on your father, since | am well aware that it could not be complied
with; and that one thousand pounds in the four per cents, which will not be yours till after your
mother’s decease, is all that you may ever be entitled to. On that head, therefore, | shall be
uniformly silent; and you may assure yourself that no ungenerous reproach shall ever pass my lips
when we are married.”

It was absolutely necessary to interrupt him now.

“You are too hasty, sir,” she cried. “You forget that | have made no answer. Let me do it without
further loss of time. Accept my thanks for the compliment you are paying me. | am very sensible
of the honour of your proposals, but it is impossible for me to do otherwise than to decline them.”




